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ECOLOGISM AS A PHILOSOPHICAL CONCEPT 
AND MODERN APROACH TO THE MAINTENANCE OF NATURE

This article deals with the problem of ecologism among modern society. The 
author has studied ecological problem and the process of Ecologism at all. It mentioned that 
Ecologism has become a great phenomenon in the Postmodern society and such processes 
as globalization, decentralization, localization and changing the world order in general. It 
gives a comprehensive and systematic survey of the main components of  Ecologism, and 
argues with the main points of Ecologism.

It would be better to begin this article using  Commoner's,   words "Everything 
is connected to everything else.Everything must go somewhere.Nature knows best. 
There is no such thing as a free lunch.If you don't put something in the ecology, it's not 
there."

It's really true. Hubert H. Humphrey said that our affluent society had also been an 
effluent society. 

The main conclusions are the followings:
A German philosopher and political figure, Bahro combined ecology with his deeply 

held socialist beliefs. In his opinion, the root cause of the environmental crisis is capitalism, 
which causes industrialism by the relentless pursuit of profit. It isn’t simply human labour 
that is exploited under capitalism, but also the natural world. Indeed, for Bahro, ecology is 
even more important than class struggle.

A  prominent scientist, Lovelock is most famous for the ‘Gaia hypothesis’, which 
argues that the world’s living and non-living parts can be viewed holistically as a complex 
interacting system- constituting a single pseudo-organism. This means that the biosphere 
is self-regulation, and seeks to sustain life- any species which threaten Gaia’s existence will 
become extinct.  Lovelock has been outspoken in his support for nuclear power, because he 
considers it the only way of halting global warming- which he has at times predicted will 
cause billions of deaths by the end of the 21st century.

We shold mention that Haeckel was the German philosopher who first coined the 
word ‘ecology’ as a scientific term to the study of the interaction between living organisms 
and their surroundings. He also considered the social sciences to be “applied biology”. 

We shouldn't forget main points of Maslow's theory. An American psychologist, 
is famous for his ‘hierarchy of needs’. This is linked with the notion of self-actualisation: 
as humans climb the hierarchy of needs, they come closer to reaching their full potential. 
Maslow therefore argued that pursuits which further this goal are the important part of 
life, rather than materialistic possessions. Ecologism can be seen as a section of a broader 
movement which opposes hierarchy, inequality and materialism.

The first, who distinguished between ‘shallow ecology’ and ‘deep ecology’, was a 
Norwegian philosopher, Naess. Naess called his philosophy ‘ecosophy’, believing that all 
organisms have a right to blossom via Self-realisation.

So, the differential qualities of ecologism arose in the late nineteenth century, and 
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consisted of two distinct strands. One was a holistic approach to biology, deriving from the 
Ernst Haeckel and the second was a new approach called energy economics. It focused on 
the problem of insufficient and  scanty resources. They are fused together in the 1970s. 

The element in energy economics, espessially scientific element, gave impetus to the 
ecological movement, which had lost credibility. These categories, had a certain degree of 
cross-membership. We can prove that  was contact between individuals, and forefathers are 
still cited. It's the combination of the different cultural and moral ecological critique using 
quantitative argument that has rendered ecologism the powerful force it is today.

In general, ecologism represents a new style of politics, where central vision is 
nature as a network of precious but weak relationships between living species.  The central 
principle developed by the distinct theory called ecology. Ecologism stands apart in the 
examination of the interrelationships that bind humans to all living organisms and, more 
broadly, to the web of life. Humankind occupies the central stage, but is regarded as an 
inseparable part of nature.

We can say that there are two different branches in this thought. One is the “deep 
ecologist” perspective which gives priority to the maintenance of nature. It's associated with 
such values as decentralization, diversity and equality. It seeks a non-violent revolution to 
overthrow our whole polluting, plundering and materialistic industrial society and, create in 
its place a new social and economic order which will allow human beings to live in harmony 
with all planet.

The other branch is “shallow Ecologism” which hopes to joint the lessons of ecology 
to human advantage in meeting their needs and ends. This is linked with values such as 
sustainability and conservatism. 

Many believe that the principles of contemporary Ecologism owe much to 
the ancient religion and also to eastern religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism and 
Taoism. A large faction also maintains that Ecologism was, and remains, a reaction 
against the process of industrialization. In addition to this the major issues that they 
campaign for are dangers of pollution, deforestation, animal liberation and animal 
experiments. But, the most prominent global environment issue today is climate change.  
    Globalization gives us greater industrialization and it would increase the spread of 
Ecologism and talks about existing in harmony with nature. Ecologists deny the claim of 
the other ideologies that human kind has unlimited potential for prosperity and growth.
They feel that human beings must value the wellbeing of the planet and work to preserve its 
wealth.

"When every second of human existence is dependent on the exploitation of the 
available resources in terms of nature and labor, then even if such a system is modified to 
serve the common good of the general masses instead of a rich capitalist class, it is bound to 
give birth to ideological differences which bring in to question the very foundation of such 
a world-view".

On the one hand Ecologism is motivated to protect the environment by bringing 
down at best or taming at worst, of its worst enemy which is capitalism. 

Giving philosophical analysis to this impressionable process it should be mentioned 
that Ecologism is an ideology which has grown from the developing interest in the political, 
economic, moral and scientific issues centring on human relationships with the environment 
of the planet.
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 The concept at all starts from the position that the non-human world is worthy of 

moral consideration and that this should be taken into account in the ordering of social, 
economic and political systems. It is recognised as a major development in Environmental 
Politics and, increasingly, as a significant alternative to existing political philosophies.
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